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Survival Strategies of Sheep

Sheep have a reputation for blindly following each other, regardless
of the situation. Now, researchers are finding out that their "flocking
tendencies are far from 2outrageous and *haphazard: Their movements
are as “coherent as they are deliberate. When approached by predators,
sheep will Sscurry towards the center of their flock, smaneuvering for
Toptimum safety at the expense of those left at the periphery, who are
exposed to the predators.

This “selfish ®herd” theory was first *postulated in 1973 by W. D.
Hamilton, a British evolutionary biologist. The theory was recently
verified thanks to an ingenious experiment undertaken by researchers
at the University of London and the University of Cambridge, which
entailed attaching GPS "iracking devices to 46 sheep and a sheepdog,
Researchers reasoned the sheepdog would elicit a flocking response
similar to what a predator would. When the sheepdog approached,
the sheep went into a Mswirling "frenzy, Detailed analyses of their
movements showed that, instead of a ®disorderly “fiight, the sheep
were "adhering to a proven survival strategy.

Andrew King of the University of London Royal '®Veterinary
College "asserts that the findings have broad implications. “If we can
understand how these rules work,” says King, “we can ®hint at similar
systems and common principles across species.”



FOEERY B

FAERRTH>THERPA(LEFELOREDL TV bOEEDATLS,
&, FRELSHLORNEETHARRLTE 2D RLOTLTESHOLOTHE
W EEMAL2283, $A50BE I, BENT, o TV S, MRl9ssE
Sk, FEBMOFOICE->TETTEY, MUCIYASHTRIGRC BRI
ELENSZELMEI LTHAORSEERT 5,

o [E4EALEL] BRIZ19TIEIFY AAREERREOW D NS
LN TERELITE, % OYFXRRES» 7 v VASOWRALEH
FoERaEROEMIT, FORRIETSAL, FORMTIRAGWOLL 1T
OYERIC GPS EWERERY 17, FRELSARBYITIEHTOLML
SHBROELEWERY S SHTOTRE LD LHERLE, SEERGET( L, F
H2CECHEYTARBIc -7, $OMBERL (SMFLLER, 2EWEFCE
ELTWAOTEY { THEFLOE &R WRICE-> TS Z edfbir ot

O ErASBRESKEROT Y EY a—- $223, ORBICEEEETLY
BEERHS EWMET S, [COL3 AN LS M EARTENE BORERA
THHOHR L EAOFAERETE LA TEET | EX X TR

299



5. Survival Strategies of Sheep
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