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Two-Year Olds Copy Group Behavior

When hearing the words “'peer pressure,” many adults imagine
Yuveniles Jexperimenting with smoking and drinking, These
behaviors, which are not *condoned by adults, are often Sexamples
set by their groups. Daniel Haun of the Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Biology in Leipzig, Germany, observed two-year-olds
carrying out a simple Schore and realized they are not 7exempt from
peer pressure.

Haun watched as the ®toddlers, his subjects, learned to place a ball
in one of three boxes. The two-year-olds watched as one individual
placed the ball in one box, and then a separate group of three put their
own balls into another box. The subjects were then told to put their
balls away, and the majority chose the box used by the group rather
than the box used by the first individual. Peer pressure is not limited to
humans. Haun carried out an identical experiment with chimpanzees,
The *primates were even more prone to copy the choice of the group.
Haun theorizes that copying group behaviors may have been a survival
strategy early in human history, since it could have been treacherous
to make mistakes, to V'stray from the 2norm or to alienate members
of their group.

Haun plans to carry out further experiments but change the
circumstances somewhat, “namely to see if humans and chimpanzees
change their behavior to ®eonform, even if they know the group’s
actions are wrong. Similar studies show that older children will
conform 1o a group, even when their actions are known to be incorrect
or even "anethical,
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4. Two-Year Olds Copy Group Behavior

¥ coequal, equal
e B 8, ALCSMB3A
lprar] 1 B peerless (DL, FHEO)
B adolescent, minor, youth
FLUpni BoErE MELERED, FRE
[dstzvani] Eadult, senile (£A)
3@ experiment P give a shot at, attempt to do, try
with ~ ~gil4D
47 condone > overlook, excuse, pardon
[kandéum] B (merieXBICRS, =T

P serve as an example [a modell, make the
s set an example bois
FHRERY, WELLS

» ermand, duty, job
sa chore B (BCREATARCRETS)5EELE
[tfaer] s
B immune, excused, spared
by 4.5 B ~e)RAL, (~HELiom)
Upzémp] B o emirys) SIRTS (rom)
i winfant, tot
aa toddler B ibiEBE0uE
[taf)dlar] B & foddie (L5455, Lhibma)
9@ primate bzgmm animals, including man, apes
[primen] B RES, BRE0BY
» dangerous, perilous, precarious
w0 reacherous B RL, FRER BOY0O
[tritfaras] & treachery
»wander off, diverge, get sidetracked
" stray @ ~#5)2hB, Hhddrom
[strenl B aent, #ickon
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» standard, convention, criterion, benchmark

128 norm B X%
[nam] "B nom;nl
» estrange, separate, break off
L i @ cAHES, TREID
liranéit] & alienation (@4 1 alien (AL30EL)
1@ namely » spacifically, that is to say, to be specific
Tnétnti] B icbs, LYRENCE
nform 1 »comply, follow, obey
i Mg > B (e - Al 8D (to)
Ueanf3crm] & conformity (@M, Hit)
» dishonest, immoral, dishonorable
@ unethicel T
[Anefikal] Bethical (=17, BELED)
170 agitate memuTS
liedgiteat] & agitation
: » dislike, abhorrence, aversion, loathing
i "'.ﬂp_',““ B (~~0) R to)
[entipati] B sympathy (B
» make, force
HAICO0NES @ CHELT(~) S5 int)
Dhovirs] % coercion 1 coercive (MEHL)
p submissive, obedient
22, docile BREL, Rk
Wagwall # docility
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