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Disease Killing Animals Worldwide

"Fungi are an integral part of ecosystems, for they transfer nitrogen
and phosphorous from the soil to the roots of trees, However, certain
varieties are lethal, 2annihilinting animals and even wiping out entire
species. In fact, in one study. researchers discovered fungi-caused
extinctions accounted for 65 percent of pathogen-related species
extinctions in the last 50 years. The best-known of the lethal varieties
is commonly known as chytrid, which has infected over 500 species
of frogs and salamanders worldwide, pushing many to the brink of
extinction.

The 3circulation of fungi has been a direct result of global trade in
plants and animals as well as human intervention in *wilderness areas.
Fungi Scovertly *embed themselves in almost any life-form, including
those not susceptible to disease, easily hitching a ride on live "lreight.
Fungi can lie *dormant for years, waiting for the right conditions to
spread and grow. One known instance of this is the fungus causing a
die-off of California native oak trees and the “clear-cutting of vast
areas. Before causing a "pandemic, the fungus is believed to have
attached itself to a rhododendron, an “ornamental plant imported
from Asia. On arrival in California, the fungus transferred to trees and
caused an ecological disaster.

Fungi are known to quickly evolve, increasing their chances for
survival. Unfortunately, this ability has led to the creation of several
“formidable new pathogens, with fatal “repercussi “Ongoing
infestations of these new killers are certain to Ycondemn further
species to extinction.

# £18 rhododendron | %277,
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