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Baring the Truth about Bear Intelligence

People often imagine bears as the big, clumsy brutes of the animal
kingdom, but they are actually much more intelligent than people
Tgive them eredit for. Though their brains are not as large as those of
primates, they are the biggest among all *carnivores. Recent studies
provide evidence that they can 3put those brains to work to undertake
surprisingly complex tasks. “Bears ... which have been *disregarded
by Scognitive scientists ... may show abilities similar to species maore
like humans,” said study co-leader Jennifer Vonk, a comparative
psychologist at the University of Qakland in Michigan.

During the experiment, three bears at a zoo were allowed to approach
a touch-screen computer. They were encouraged to touch images, and
given a ®morsel of food if they accomplished the task correctly. The
bears were able to discriminate the number of dots on images, even
when dots were moving about in a follow-up experiment. This
provided evidence that bears can count. The bears excelled, even though
the tests Bentailed performing tasks that relied on visual ®acuity, not
seen as a bear’s "“forte, They have other skills at their disposal, such
as strength, speed and smell. Their sense of smell, for example, is a
thousand times greater than a human's.

As to how bears came to be so smart, researchers deduced that
they are Vinveterate “scroungers, who must use ingenuity to "get
through winters or times of environmental stress when food is
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12. Baring the Truth about Bear
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