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Global Warming May Increase Biodiversity

Most environmentalists associate global warming with loss of
biodiversity. While increased temperatures will prove 'lethal to
many species and lead to mass extinctions, this basic 2premise may
be flawed over the long run. Peter Mayhew, an evolutionary ecologist
at the University of New York, found that initial 2assessments were
based on all geological periods equally. He argues that this approach
is *unsound, for some geological eras are more thoroughly researched
than others. Therefore, in his own analysis, Mayhew included only
well-sampled periods and *tallicd up the species known to exist during
those periods.

Ironically, based on fossil records, there is an Sinverse correlation
between biodiversity and temperatures. This may ’defy logic, but it
explains an 8 ly that has ®plagued scientists for decades. While
many have assumed that warmer periods of Earth have been
inhospitable to biodiversity, it is widely known that tropical areas
support the most “diverse range of life forms. Tropical areas will
increase with global warming,

Mayhew acknowledges that rapid climate change will put a "strain
on “habitais around the world and he is hardly optimistic about the
short term. Afier all, it takes millions of years for new species to evolve.
However, while global warming will cause major environmental
“fracture and upset the “equilibrium in many of the Earth’s
ecosystems, he believes the implicit assumption that biodiversity will
remain "Yirretrievably damaged may be Vill-founded.
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