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A New Threat to the Ozone Layer

'Atmospheric chemist James Anderson of Harvard University
played an %instrumental role in establishing the Montreal *Protocol,
a “covenani which phased out the manufacture of fozone-depleting
chemicals known as chlorofluorocarbons, or more simply, *CFCs. The
Montreal Protocol led to worldwide “legisiation intended to protect the
ozone layer.

Recently, Anderson has ®articulated his concern about another
possible ®culprit in the destruction of the ozone layer, and the
Yeonnotations of his message could prove "dire for people living
in major population centers in the Northern Hemisphere, Research
findings suggest that global warming will trigger more frequent, as
well as more intense summer storms. which would *prope! more water
vapor into the atmosphere. Anderson and his colleagues have already
Vdetected increased vapor in the atmosphere after *turbulent tropical
storms. Under certain conditions, the water vapor '®sets off a chemical
reaction that depletes ozone levels. The ozone layer acts as a shield
against harmful Vultraviolet rays, and a depleted ozone layer would
make people more susceptible to skin cancer and eye injury. Since the
vapor in the atmosphere could create ozone holes at ®mid-latitudes,
major population centers would be put at risk. Ultraviolet-ray damage
and deaths could ®skyrocket.

Anderson hopes that more people will 2heed his warning before
sections of the ozone layer above the Northern Hemisphere 2'diminish.
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7. A New Thraat to the Ozone Layer
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