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Pythons Pose a Danger to Florida Habitat

The discovery of a 5.4-meter-long Burmese python in the Everglades,
a park in Florida 'renowned for its Zhiodiversity, is of great concern
to environmentalists. The 3robust creature carried 85 eggs, a record
for pythons in the United States. Pythons are an 4invasive species that
Sjeopardize the survival of a wide variety of Snative species, which
they "prey on. Both the size of the creature and the number of eggs
indicate that pythons are thriving in their newfound home. Population
estimates range from thousands to hundreds of thousands.

The pythons are the Poffspring of pets that were either purposely
abandoned in the Everglades or were #inadvertently allowed to escape
by their owners. Local conservationists are trying to understand more
about the snakes and the dangers they °pose in their efforts to Yeurtail
their spread. They have already "conceded that it will be extremely
difficult, if not impossible, to “eradieate them.

Florida “holds the title as being the world’s hardest hit *ecosystem
by invasive reptiles and amphibians. An "“infiux of about 137 non-
native species have been introduced to Florida since the mid-1800s,
and 56 species are now known to have become established. Invasive
species have become a Ypervasive problem for conservationists, who
are atlempting to "®gauge the extent of the problem as well as “erack
down on 2derelict pet owners.
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