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Haising Venice

Venice, the romantic city known for its 'elaborate network of
canals, is progressively more 2vulnerable to high 3tides, which flood
the lowest 14 percent of the city at an average of four times a year.
There are two reasons for the increased flooding: Venice is sinking
and its surrounding waters are rising. Venice sank about 12 centimeters
between 1950 and 1970, when “groundwater was pumped from deep
below the city. Venice is now sinking at a much slower rate. However,
the Ssea level is ®concurrently climbing and is expected to rise by
about 10 to 11 centimeters by the end of this century.

Unless something is done, large 7swaths of Venice are at risk. The
city is, at present, building a flood gate system to ®divert water away
from the city and help #*alleviate the flooding. However, this will only
Pmitigate the problem, not solve it. "Hydraulic engineers have what
they believe to be the perfect ?remedy — raise the city by pumping
billions of gallons of water back into the ground. The engineers are
sure that they can “pull off this “fent, because oil companies have
already raised vast areas of land using identical techniques in other
locations. Nevertheless the method is not without its "haznrds, The
entire city must be raised ¥in unison to avoid structural damage to
historic buildings.
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5, Raising Venice
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