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LEDs May Color the Night Sky Blue

Much has been written about 'light pollution, also known as
2skyglow. Skyglow is 2artificial light that has been %cast outward from
cities. illuminating areas that were not intended to be illuminated.
Thousands of Snocturnal species have been affected — and most
of them not in beneficial ways. Animal migration, reproduction and
feeding behaviors have all been slowed and 8stunted or halted. Birds
have 7eollided into shining skyscrapers, while hundreds of thousands
of turtles have been ®heached by lights on land.

And now the nighttime sky may even change color. LEDs, light-
emitling diodes, are gaining popularity since they offer odistinet
benefits such as lower electricity bills and a longer "lifespan. As LED
lights Mcatch on, the nighttime sky will be Zaltered to blue as opposed
to the reddish light cast out by “incandescent bulbs. Researchers
can only speculate how blue skyglow will affect nocturnal creatures.
However, one study has been carried out so far. In the city of Berlin,
where many yellow-orange lights have been “supplanted by LEDs,
researchers determined that LEDs do provide a blue *tinge to the
sky on clear nights — and increase the skyglow effect. Biophysicist
Mark Rea believes that ®umeliorating skyglow is "Mimperative, “I'm
always in favor of measurements,” he says, “but in terms of *resource
allocation, the color is **not as big of & desl as managing the lighting
we already have.”
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