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Second-guessing Mother Nature

Some scientists are arguing for the broad implementation of a "tactic
called “assisted 2migration™ — the act of *relocating plant and animal
species to protect them from *climate change. Assisted migration may
help ®hyypass the process of “evolutionary lag.” Normally, an ecosystem
requires this time to adapt to environmental changes. Given the rapidity
of recent climate shifts, however, if species are unable to adapt quickly
enough, they could disappear Saltogether. The scientists hope that
assisted migration can help avoid this 7calamity.

An early project involved Torreya taxifolia, a ®conifer only found in
a tiny region of Florida. Fearing global warming would ®wipe ouf the
species, volunteers and "®hotanists replanted dozens of the trees far
to the north in the state of North Carolina, where the climate is now
thought to be more "hospitable to the #fragile plants. Interestingly,
the greatest supporter of the practice in North America has been the
Btimber industry. Coniferous forests have been affected by rising
temperatures. Recent mild winters have allowed the mountain pine
beetle to spread across the American and Canadian West; the “larvae
of these beetles "feed on the trees, destroying millions of acres of
forest. "®Drought has also Piaken a toll on wooded areas throughout
North America. In British Columbia, which relies heavily on its timber
and paper industries, the government has decided to "undertake
the largest assisted migration project '®to date, moving a quarter of
a million larch 2°seedlings up to 200 miles northwest of their native
range.
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P strategy, scheme, maneuver, stratagem

12 tactic BAR BE
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P frail, weak
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