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A Toxic Legacy

The Hanford 'Wuclear 2Reservation in Washington State is
considered by many experts to be the most *contaminated nuclear
“waste site in the Western SHemisphere, From 1944 to 1987, when the
®facility was producing plutonium for nuclear weapons, “radioactive
waste was ®dumped directly into the ground and the nearby Columbia
River. The most hazardous waste was stored in single-walled storage
tanks, one-third of which have *subsequently leaked. It is now believed
that safety standards were often ignored when dealing with waste
because managers at the reservation were encouraged to produce large
amounts of plutonium quickly.

In 1989, a 30-year plan for cleaning up the site was developed. Since
then, although some targets of the $60 billion plan have been met, the
Department of Energy has experienced repeated schedule and cost
Woverruns, Critics say the plan was "flawed from the beginning and
that none of the waste has been adequately treated. The governor of
‘Washington State even threatened to "2sue the Department of Energy
for breaking its commitments. Pressure from @public interest groups
is strong, but even if the cleanup proceeds, only 10 percent of the waste
will be treated by 2018,
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2. A Toxic Legacy

» atomic
12 b B EFN0, #(R8)0
[y khiar] @ nuclear weapon (EE8)
201 reservation »reserve, sanctuary
Erkmmviipan) B (FEENOLH0) RE
= » polluted, tainted
12 contaminated g e e R EERL L) BRENE
[kantamméstid] # contaminate
> effluent, refuse
AT, Waite. B =
bwverst] @ nuclear [toxic] waste (&[] Bues)
B (83 - Ktho) %
52 hemisphers ®the Norther [Southern, Eastern, Western|
(hémisfiar} Hemisphers (M. W, k)
s facility ;p;n‘;. installation, establishment
[fasttagi] ®a research facllity (&)
radioactive M@ HEiEn, BNEoHD
3 ®radioactive waste (BEERER)
Irduioviektiv] ® radioactive substance [materiall (S t8%)
@ dump » discard, dispose of, throw away, throw out
[damp] W 2RTS, BB TD
b afterward, later
301 subsequently | g; o i
Inibsikowantli} Epreviously ®subsequently to ~ (~@iz)
10E overrun » excess
Tduvarrind B (R - &Ealo)Es
P faulty, defective, eronecus
na flawed BRI DS, XWHBD
[flocd] & flaw (TR, X8




1501 Baia # bring an action against, accuse (a person) of
i B e ~oltn)FAS, BRTB 0o
] # suit (8
132 public interest » common good, public benefit, public welfare
£~
14 nuclear fuel sinE
@ nuclear fuel reprocessing (B EGE)
¥ atomic pile, atomic furnace
153 reactor B8RP
Lridbktar] @ decommission 8 reactor (HFPERFISFS)
P radicactive rays, radial [radiant] rays
160 radiation B msie
[réudiéafan] @ radiation exposure (ETEEHE)
b an intelligent slectricity delivery system
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1@ voltage » electrical force measured in volts
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[cderant] @slectric current £6E3
2007 substation B ERA
[sAbstéyfan] @ transformer substation £683
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