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Maine's Lobster Surplus

Maine has always been renowned for its lobsters, but it has never
experienced anything like the 'surge in the number 2hauled in this
year. The excess of Scrustaceans has sent prices “tumbling to their
lowest point in decades. Seafood restaurants and other businesses Sare

s swamped with lobsters and are promoting them like never before in
order to get rid of excess stock. Some businesses have even resorted to
Sgimmicks to move lobsters out the door: a massage parlor and a tire
shop, for example, are offering a free lobster with every purchase.

Businesses aren’t alone. The Governor of Maine kicked off a
w0 promotional campaign by the Maine Lobster Promotion Council
by 7proclaiming August as “Maine Lobster Month.” A television
advertisement ®beseeches the state’s citizens to “get out and show
your love for Maine Lobster and suppoert our local lobster industry.”
Preparations are currently ®under way for a nationwide lobster
s campaign. A team of fishermen that "®sit on the Maine Lobster
Advisory Council have "unanimously given their “endorsement for
a three-million-dollar marketing effort that they hope will encourage
consumption.
The “proliferation of the crustaceans may be great for lobster
0 Jovers, but it has had its “drawbacks for the fishermen. They have seen
their earnings "®taper off drastically. Some no longer find it "6viable to
continue working. With the Yglut ®nibbling away at their incomes,
fishermen are *halking at the state ®legisiature’s proposal to increase
fishing license fees to pay for additional lobster-promotion costs.
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14. Maine's Lobster Surplus
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