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How a Book Saved the Bald Eagle

Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring, first published in 1962, turned out
to be a major *breakthrough in the environmental movement. Carson
Zspelled out how the contamination of the 3synthetic “insecticide
DDT was wreaking havoc on bird populations throughout the U.S,
If nothing had been done to Scurb the ®widespread use of DDT and
other pesticides, all bird species would have been 7imperiled. In the
book, she asked us to *mull over a world without birdsong. At the time
of the book’s publication, less than 500 ®nesting pairs of bald eagles
remained in the U.S. The bald eagle, the symbol of America, was %on
the brink of "extinction.

Many Americans were taken aback by Carson’s claims. Thanks
partly to her book, a series of environmental profection laws were
“hammered out in the American Congress, including the banning of
DDT in 1972. Many environmentalists were “skeptical that the laws
would do enough or that they would be sufficiently Senforced. They
knew that the pesticide had already been widely "dispersed and that
birds would continue to face exposure. However, the banning of DDT
and the "implementation of other programs to save birds, such as
a pioneering program to breed “endangered captive birds and later
release them into the wild, had positive outcomes. Today, there are
roughly 10,000 nesting pairs of bald eagles in the lower 48 states of the
U.S. Rachel Carson and other environmentalists have worked hard to
assure that springs remain anything but silent.
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