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Most biology textbooks explain that members of the 'plant kingdom
take in water and 2nutrients such as *nitrogen through their roots, and
absorb energy from the sun and carbon dioxide through their leaves.
However, this is not the only way that plants “sustain themselves. In
areas of the world with poor ®seil or little rainfall, some trees are able
to absorb part of the *moisture and nitrogen they need through their
leaves.

In certain "arid coastal areas, such as the harsh deserts of northern
Chile, fog helps forests #flourish. The *dense fog clouds that roll in
from the ocean contain water and high levels of nitrogen. Trees in these
areas have "evolved leaf “canopies and branching systems that "*trap
droplets from the air. Instead of only moving up from the roots, water
and nutrients are also captured from the fog, and move downward to
feed the tree.

While fog forests are “hriving now, scientists worry that future
climate changes could reduce fog in these regions. Another fear is that
air pollutants in the fog clouds may be taken in and stored by the trees,
threntening the future of the forests.
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1. Fog Forests
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b the leaves and branches of trees in a forest
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