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Cloned Olympic Horses a Possibility

The first successfully ‘cloned horse was born in 2003. Only a
few hundred horses have been cloned mainly for Zhreeding, since
it costs over a hundred thousand dollars to clone a single animal.
Racing *associations and the Olympics *banned cloned horses from
competitions, reasoning that Sduplicating champions constitutes an
unfair advantage. In July, 2012, however, the Federation Equestre
Internationale (FEI), the *authoritative body for Olympic 7equestrian
events, *amended its earlier 8prohibition and decided to allow clones to
compete in future Olympics. The reversal ®pivoted on the realization
that cloned offspring are not really "identical copies: their genes vary
by about two percent. Moreover, environment, including such things as
diet, training and relationships with the rider, has an “immeasurable
impact on a horse’s performance,

Not everyone agrees with the decision. Cloning of champions is still
Meontroversial and several racing associations Sdisallow them. Some
critics say that cloning removes the "intrigue of horse racing, along
with other enjoyable elements of the sport. One racehorse farm owner
says of cloning, “Where's the fun?”

The FEI "decreed that cloning is now considered just one of several
breeding techniques. However, they #underscore that they will never
allow Wgenetically modified horses that have been made into super-
horses.
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