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The Internet as a Social Revolution

In the early 1990s, technology experts predicted the Internet would
become a social milestone, changing the course of history. Their
'premonitions were *borne out but niot in the way that was envisioned.
The Internet has indeed become an advanced tool for communication,
research and entertainment *emibraced by all. However, in addition, the
Internet adds up to a system of information exchange that is powered by
individuals rather than governments.

Before the Internet, people were mostly dependent on broadcast
media, which were “more often than not Soverseen by ®top-down
hierarchies that could 7dictate messages to shape the public’s views.
Today, however, Internet users have ®a vast array of information sources
®at their fingertips, which is uncontrollable by any overall authority.
Whreaking news reaches the public "swiftly, before governments can
2come out with their own ¥spin on “developments. Corporations and
small businesses alike are challenged by a surprisingly "®savvy public.
For instance, consumers can instantly research quality, prices and
other concerns about potential purchases thanks to bar-code scanning
applications on mobile phones.

Governments have learned that mobile phone applications and
"8social sites provide communication tools for "rebels and protestors.
Officials in some countries have "censored the Internet and even
"shut it down, but it has become so integral to economic interests
that *interfering with it would be #precarious to the governments
themselves.
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5. The Intarnet as a Social Revolution

1@ premonition

b presentiment, foreboding
B 78, ik, FE

[prémanifan] B premonitory (F&@, ko)
23 bear out ~ w confirm, justify, prove
(EEy) ERETS
b accept, adopt
sa embrace B (WLowaue) e RUARS, (ans)ef]
[1nbrés] B3

42 more often than

b frequently, generally, regularly

not fouvTly, LIELE
5@ oversee b supervise, administer, superintend
[frvarsi] 0 «ERTH, «WMNEES
82 top-down
hierarchy LETEAXOZRWAIN
dictate »command, demand, order
i 1‘ ’ ] B (st e@ls, ML

& dictation

8@ a vast array of ~

¥ a huge nurmber of, an enormous amount of
Hkip~
®aray & [HARGED, DEST|

» accessible, at hand, handy

"o at one's TCLAMTEBECAE, TCRFEANSH
fingertips ZRET @fingertp i M%)
02 breaking news | »newsflash, flash news, bulletin
Za—AEH
n@ swiftly » promptly, rapidly
[swiftld B =i, Falic




122 come out with ~ i pissue, pronounce, make public
~BRTH, ~2LWTS

121 spin ¥ official view, govemment perspective
L B (BRI 43) HEORR, BFAR, |
[spin] ki
1@ development » tum of events, incident, circumstance
Hirviiagmtt B (GER, SEONE, BE
» shrewd, exparienced, in the know
g BB BRI 055, KITBOEL
[seevil B REO DS ]
181 social site

(A 2&—Fy L) ERYIF, SNS

P insurgent, defier
e rebel BRLS, ENE DERATS B EL0
{rébol] B rebeliion () M rebeliious
rinspect, review
Wid N B (e e RETS BREE
[sénsar] & censorship (800)

9@ shut down ~ » cease, close down
(ZAFh - xobo—sue)eMHATS, ~2lkihd

2000 interfere with ~ | » medde with, homn in on, intervene in

~=FBTS
21@ precarious » risky, uncertain, unstable
(arilcbaring B ERE, FRER
2z Jasmine SRS R
Revolution © 2010585201 FEMNITF 22 VP TRILEE

T - W, 1F—rbi RS RNERLE

173





