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The World Turned Upside Down?

The 'magnetosphere — the 2magnetic field in space that surrounds
the Earth — has a 3profound effect on life on our planet. For one
thing, it “shelters us from solar wind, the harmful stream of Sprotons
and Selectrons from the Sun that ?bombard the planet at fsupersonic
speeds. Moreover, ever since the Chinese invented the compass about
1,000 years ago, the *magnetic poles of this field have played a central
role in navigation.

The generally accepted theory today is that the magnetosphere is
generated by strong forces deep within the Earth. The center of the
Earth consists of an inner core of solid iron surrounded by an outer
core of "moiten iron, The Mintricate and constant movements of the
outer core produce a so-called dynamo effect, which generates an
Welectrical current and creates the magnetosphere.

Now, however, researchers in the United Kingdom say that the
Earth’s magnetic field is waning — it is only half as strong now as it
was in Roman times. “It’s going from a strong field down to a weak
field, and it’s doing so very quickly.” says *geologist John Shaw of the
University of Liverpool. Some experts predict the field will collapse
altogether in about 2,000 years and a magnetic “reversal — where
magnetic north becomes south and "vice versa — will take place,
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3. The World Turned Upside Down?
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