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Guilty Until Proven Innocent?

One of the most useful 'consequences of the discovery of DNA has
been the development of 2DMA testing, a technique for identifying
individuals that was first developed in the United Kingdom in 1984.
Although all people share about 999 percent of their DNA, the
remuining 0.1 percent is %ufficiently distinct to allow scientists to
create DNA ““fingerprints” of people. Since the late 1980s, this
technique has been used to link suspects to crime scenes, usually by
analyzing blood or other body ®fluids feft behind.

Although not entirely floolprool, DNA testing is considered a far
more reliable method of identifying criminals than most previous
techniques. It has also turned out to have another, even more important
Bapplication: By examining DNA left behind in past criminal cases,
it is possible to *exonernte people convicted of crimes they did not
commit.

This has made lawyers aware of just how common “mistaken
convictions are. One of the first groups to "publicize this was
the Innocence Project, a “nonprofit Sitigation and public policy
organization founded in New York in 1992 with the specific aim of
using DNA evidence to clear people wrongly convicted of crimes. By
April 2010, more than 250 people in the United States had been cleared
in this way.
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