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A Unique Life Form on Earth Not So Unique After All

Biologist Paul Davies at Arizona State University was on a 'quest.
He asked researchers to search for life forms on Earth whose 2makeup
is s0 *hizarre as to indicate they do not *spring up from our own Slife
tree, but from another entirely. This could be 8de facto evidence that
there was “a second 7genesis,” and that multiple life origins on Earth
may have occurred. It would also imply that life on other planets was
likely.

NASA biologist Felisa Wolfe-Simon believed she found such an
organism in 2010. She and her research team discovered Shacteria that
thrived in ®arsenic-rich sediments. She ®deduced that, in orderto live in
such a toxic environment, the bacteria must have "assimilated arsenic
into its DNA instead of the ?phosphorus that is a key component of
all other DNA.

More recent studies do not "Beorroborate Wolfe-Simon's deduction.
They show that arsenic is not present in the bacteria’s DNA, and that
the bacteria require phosphorus after all, linking them to other known
species. While Wolfe-Simon is willing to make some “concessions,
she is not willing to hack down on her argument that the bacteria
are "singular. After all, there is no other organism that flourishes in
arsenic. Moreover, there is no proof showing that the arsenic-loving
bacteria do not Vincorporate the toxin in their ®composition in some
way.
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