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Shark Reproduction
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How are baby sharks made? Until recently, most people would have

said it requires 'mating to occur between a male and a female. But

recent studies have shown that if a female shark cannot find a suitable

partner, she might be able to Zreproduce *asexually, without the need

for a male. This rare phenomenon has become known as the “virgin
birth” of sharks.

Asexual reproduction has long been known in insects, birds,
“reptiles, and Pamphibians, Observations had suggested the same
was happening in sharks. *Conclusive evidence has now been found to
support this. In 2001, a female hammerhead shark "gave birth in a zoo
in Omaha. In u Virginia aquarium, a female blacktip shark was found
to be pregnant when it died in 2008. Neither of these sharks had had
any contact with male sharks.

Although shark populations worldwide are ®in decline, biologists
are not *hailing asexual reproduction as a miracle solution. They are
concerned that virgin birth could reduce genetic "*diversity in shark
populations. This would result in sharks having less "resistance to
disease and more "Zbirth defects. It seems that reproduction involving
both male and female sharks is still the best way to Pensure healthy
populations,
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