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America's Gun Debate

Gun control is one of the most controversial topics in the US. It
has become even more 'venomous %in the wake of mass shootings
of innocents at public places. The current administration, headed
by Barack Obama, aims to pass stricter gun laws, including the
*confiscation of automatic weapons, Meanwhile, the National Rifle
Association (NRA), a powerful pro-gun *lobby, is now Sgearing up to
fight the ®imminent legislation. They believe it is incumbent on them
to stand against anti-gun legislation at all costs, for it would ®infringe
on the right of Americans to ®bear arms, as “enumerated in the
Constitution’s Second Amendment.

In 2008, "the Supreme Court basically agreed with the NRA.
Their ruling in the court case The District of Columbia versus Heller
determined that the amendment “Zendows individuals with the right to
bear arms. Their "*verdict, though, "“clashes with earlier rulings, such
as The U.S. versus Cruikshank, in which the Supreme Court ruled in
1875 that the Second Amendment does not *®grant this right.

Several Supreme Court Justices are 'Sdissenters, believing that the
decision is based on false arguments and is therefore erroneous. In
1990, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Warren Burger Vdecried the
NRA's interpretation of the Second Amendment as “one of the greatest
pieces of ®fraud ... by ¥special interest groups.” However, these
arguments are now considered 2moat by legal experts and Americans
are now legally #'sanctioned to own weapons.
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