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The Story of Babar

=
The fictional children's book The Story of Babar was first published
in the 1930s. Its French author, Jean de Brunhoff, combined clever
'prose with wonderful illustrations, making the story an immediate hit.
The story’s main character is an elephant named Babar, who leaves the
savannah and visits the big city. After receiving an education, Babar
returns to the savannah and becomes King, teaching the elephants the
ways of the city. Despite remaining popular with children today, The
Story of Babar has often been criticized. Chilean writer Ariel Dorfman
claims it was used to 2justify French 3colonialism and to promote the
“supposed benefits of adopting Western values.

But such critics fail to Sappreciate the author’s ®wit, argues U.S.
author Adam Gopnik. He "maintains that The Story of Babar is a
#satire of early 20th-century French colonialism. He points out that
critics *overlook the fact that the story is meant to be humorous. It
attempts to mock adult "'pretensions. The adoption by the elephants
of human dress and manners, for example, demonstrates the comical
nature of the civilizing ideal. One thing is "2far sure, children find the
story’s Mahsurd contrast between humans and animals charming and
“memorable,
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2. The Story of Babar

P ordinary written language
o B BT, ROtk
{prova] Biverse (#3%0), poetry (X, HE)
" b vindicate, defend
20 Justify B £EN(LTS, oEYLEELES
[dzAstrin] % justification
3@ colonialism BHRERE #ERbE0
Tkt nialtm] i colonize
401 supposed alleged, putative
uiound] B ASAEIREBOATING
A » raalize, understand, apprehend
s2 appreciate W eEL<BRTS
[aprk:figs] ol appradaﬁm
@ Wit ¥ esprit, hurmor
) B
7@ maintain b contend, avow, claim, assert
[mispiei) BeEmds
P irony, sarcasm
o n HEY 28
[sebtarar} W satirize 1 satirical
97 overlook P miss, pass over
forvarlik] MeRELT
& mimic, make fun of, imitate
1@ mock W 22QATERCTS, ¢2hs @ eS80
[matic] & mockery
B vanity
@ pretension B RS, smy

forténfon] # pratentious (ST-)
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120 for sure

¥ for certain, definite
i

132 absurd

 preposterous, ludicrous, unreasonable
B TRl e

# absurdity

1z memorable

» unforgettable, haunting, indelible
B Shohin, DR

[mémarabl]
& political system in which ane country rules
152 imperialism a lot of mihgrSt countries L
[implorializm] B EEEa
[ I parable, metaphor
s allegory HREE, LAE, EROLRE
[lagari] ¥ allegorical
2851, piguancy
1712 savor BEES 56 @ e+HoEbI
Eabrvar] @ savor ane's victory (BSIORErALOE)
182 moral » maxim, aphorism, lesson
Cesyeall B (Etro)an, R
1@ lambaste P censure, rabuke, lay into
Dmmbdist] W =WFTS, eMLiiFHd
20@ slam » attack, condemn
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