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Global Poverty at a Low

There has been a 'resurgence of poverty in many developed countries
during the Great Recession, the worst economic crisis since the 1930s.
One would expect that the most 2impoverished citizens of developing
countries would *fare *disproportionately worse. Data from the World
Bank’s Development Research Group, however, shows that the number
of people ®subsisting on less than $1.25 per day, the Shenchmark for
absolute poverty, has not ’shot up. In fact, it has been dropping around
the world. Statistics for 2010, though not *comprehensive, illustrate
that global poverty was only 50 percent the level of 1990.

Half of this subsidence %is attributable to a single country — China,
which had the highest "Wincidence of poverty in the world in the early
1980s, with 77 percent of its population "hringing in less than $1.25 a
day. Roughly 660 million Chinese have '2climbed out of poverty since
then, a remarkable feat in such a short timeframe. Africa is another
remarkable story. The number of the destitute nearly doubled, from
205 million in 1981 to 395 million in 2005. But the number dropped by
12 million in 2008 and, for the first time, less than half the population
in the continent lives below the “poverty line. These “turnarounds
are due to economic expansion, especially in China, as well as more
subventions for "heefed-up social programs.
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13. Global Poverty at a Low

P resurrection, return, revitalization

10 RO B ERGELEVILD) A, B
[nséurdgons] B resurge (BU#EC3)
¥ poor, needy, deprived
20 impoverished | gy “mniEo
Limpatyvarytl B impoverish (£31L<7°3)
»do, get along, manage
32 fare W EETS, PoTU, BAD
(fear] ® fare well [badly] (WSLEEA L L)
4@ disproportionately | » excessively, incommensurately
Tdispraparfanati] W FHEIG(REE) I, AW

P live on
(@te - 0 - aBEE) CEFTS, ~THLHT

8@ benchmark P criterion, gauge. standard
[béntfmazrk] BE%E RE

7@ shoot up b rise, skyrocket, sprout

BREE[ANMITS

8@ comprehensive | palkinclusive, complete, ful
[kékhmprhénsiv] @ 2ENE, Bank

3@ be attributable | ®Deatributed to, be blamed for, be ascribable

1o

to~ ~BETS, ~rEEEEFASND

1@ incidence » frequency, degree of occurrence
[Insidans] B (ER -\eilo)fER

n@ bring in ~ » eam, profit, yield
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122 climb out of ~

¥ pull oneself out of, surmount
(ELvRE) el

»extremely poor, dirt-poor, penniless

1 desfitute @m0, NELE
ldéstiict] @ the destitute (BHOA%L)
poverty . HENH, BEROESCOELNAES
e line 1 wlive below [at, on] the poverty line (BHERME
EABUTTITIRST)
153 turnaround » turnabout, switch, transformation
[téernardund] B =R
1@ subvention p subsidy, financial support, grant, funding
[sabvénfon] H (R ehs0) Bl BEe
@ beefed-up @ #ibEn
| # beetup (#iL)
8@ stamp out ~ P extinguish, eradicate, put an end to
(oW wases)BETS
1@ plight ¥ bad state, difficulty, predicament
[plart] B Wi, =
licit » beg, supplicate, seek
20 B (A s dEmere) R6s, BWTS 0o
lsalisa] & solicitation
» waver, stumble, stagger
bl '{;:“’t : W BLHE(Es, &304, OZH3
.

@ faitering economy (ML TVSER)

220 frugal
[irtzgal]

thrifty, sparing. prudent, economical
W |, 222Lw
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