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The Future of Farming

=
With over 6.8 billion humans to feed, the world is 'running out of
land for farming. Furthermore, current farming techniques consume
70 percent of the world's supply of fresh water while Swreaking
environmental *havoe through Sexcessive use of energy, fertilizers, and
®pesticides. Agricultural researchers agree on one point: farming must
change. Some argue the solution is to increase ?vields through the use
of *genetically engineered crops. However, fears about the safety of
such crops make this a partial solution %t best.

A more radical solution is "vertical farming, in which crops are
grown indoors in urban "high-rise structures, 2Proponents say vertical
farming would consume less water, reduce disease and pest risks, and
eut down on waste. Having a food supply close to consumers would
also save on transportation, and growing crops in a controlled climate
would "allow for a year-round growing season. Critics, however,
"®counter these claims by pointing out that the energy costs of growing
crops indoors would far outweigh any savings. A Vstaggering amount
of artificial lighting would be required, and demand would be pushed
even higher by having to control temperatures and deliver water and
fertilizer to higher floors.
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