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Celebrating Mexico'’s Cinco de Mayo — in America

Cinco de Mayo, which means “the fifth of May" in Spanish,
is a festival that is only 'sporadically celebrated in Mexico, but
which has far more 2adhberents in the U.S., where 44.3 million
Hispanics live. Many Americans wrongly assume that Cinco de
Mayo is Mexican Independence Day, but it actually has nothing
to do with *proclamations or constitutions. Instead, the celebration
Scommemorates the Mexican army’s victory over French forces
in a battle on May 5, 1862. The French Stroops were Tdeployed by
Napoleon II1 to #opple Mexico's #legitimate government and ©install
his relative as emperor. Mexico's "'ragtag army was considered inferior
to the forces sent by France. Mexico eventually lost the war as well as
its autonomy, but regained it again just three years later.

The celebration in the U.S. has its roots in America’s Good-
Neighbor policy of the 1950s and 1960s, when the government sought
to Wfoster closer relations with Mexico. It was meant to serve as a
bridge between the two cultures. Cinco de Mayo has proven to be more
than just “durable. While at first catering primarily to Mexican
American communities in '5s handful of cities, the celebrations have
since "fanned out to thousands of communities across the U.S., even
including areas where few Hispanics live. It has recently become more
commercialized, with "®ubiquitous *vendors #cashing in on the
Mestivities,
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