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Lost Ciwllzatmn of the Sahara

'Paring over satellite images of Zbarren desertin Libya, archeologists
discovered a 3cluster of ancient castles located about 1,000 kilometers
south of Tripoli. The *fortresses with their detailed, straight-line
construction could easily be mistaken for Roman Soutposts, but they
were situated beyond the frontiers of that era’s superpower. “These
sites are markers of a powerful native African kingdom,” says David
Mattingly from England’s University of Leicester, who led a team of
researchers to the sites. Based on samples of *pottery, they Tascertained
the fortresses and surrounding villages were built by an ®elusive people
known as the Garamantes, who were %indigenous to Libya.

“We were astonished to see the level of preservation.” says Mattingly.
The architectural remains and artifacts are a iestament to the
high level of civilization the Garamantes achieved. “They've got
"metallurgy, very high-quality "Ztextiles, o writing system ... those
sorts of markers that would say this is an organized, state-level society,”
he says. The site also showed that the residents had an advanced
Birrigation system that allowed them to cultivate a variety of crops.
The water for the irrigation system came from underground “channels,
Mattingly suspects the “demise of the civilization was brought
on by a shortage of water, “prerequisite for any civilization. Once
underground Treservoirs were "tapped and used up, maintaining
"cohesive communities was no longer ®feasible,
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B. Lost Civilization of the Sshara

14 pore over ~ B scrutinize, peruse, examine, scan, go over
~EHMIZAAS, ~2Lo(YES
B infertile, sterile, dry, unproductive
220 baren W CEBIOTES, FOFRREL
Dhikran] Wfertile (IE54)
3@ cluster » bunch, bundle, clump
DlAstar] B EDRE 1]
4 fortress »fort, redoubt, bastion
[Brtras] B RS
52 outpost ¥ outlands, frontier, marchfland), borderland
Thotpdust] B s, JRollEih
P earthenwars, porcelain, china, crockery,
8@ pottery b
{péihgar] B WEE, MR
: » discover, establish, determine, confirm, find
7@ ascertain Git
fisartém] W2 k0d, cHETS
P inscrutable, unidentifiable, mysterious
a2 elusive BERLIZC, MEAcn
Dlszrv] ® elude (£#h35) & elusion (58)
% P native, aboriginal, domestic, original
901 indigenous B (~D1RD, (~RED o)
[mdidsanos] # indigene (%EE, EHE)
103 testament P testimony, evidence, attestation
[téstomant] B ~o)fEsl, (~£)ERETIL0(0)
n metallurgy B a® (), SN0 (o)
[mégalirdsi] @metal+-urgy (8 [E£8#]5E)




12 textile

»woven fabric, cloth

téksiai] W, Wi
13 irrigation BN, (RRobiz)kESIKIL
Hraiifual W irigate (CH4) EAATS, (fF) IKEXE) B
14 channel » conduit, race, sluice, gutter
[tfdonall Bk
158 demise » end, termination, disintegration, collapse
tdimisa] B &%, Ml
» essential, necessity, must, requiremant
wia prarequisiie B~ RS EDTERIGD, (~0) BRS
lprirkwaat] #, FHREE o
172 reservoir » pool, pond, cistern
A [rizarvwir) B kit Bk
B pump up, pump out, draw up
S W e e RO, eRT
[wp! |, &0
¥ united, solid, combined, banded, coherent
wi-cohesive REELE, BELE
eochizsev % cohesion, coherence (FiE, ®&)
2@ feasible # viable, possible, practicable, achievable
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