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New Human Species Found

A Tskull of an early *hominid was discovered by anthropologist
Richard Leaky, the *premier *authority in early human evolution, in
Kenya in 1972. The skull was determined to be almost two million
years old, and had Sphysiological differences from fHomo erectus,
our human "forerunner, which lived at the same time and in the same
area. The ®specimen showed a larger brain casing and a flatter face
than other known hominids, leading Leaky to believe this was a new
human species. However, the skull did not include a jaw, which was
*integral to "“verify it was indeed a new species and not merely an
Maherrant Homo erectus. Many anthropologists voiced skepticism of
Leaky's claim, and the skull's connotation remained “contentious for
several decades. “The skull has always been an Penigma,” admitted
Meave Leaky, wife of Richard Leaky.

New fossils were discovered in 2007 and 2009 that confirmed
Leaky's earlier assessment, including an “intaet skull, complete with
a lower jaw. The new findings are ®unambiguous and "®allay the
concerns of skeptics, who have been Vswayed by the fossil evidence.
“We know that flat face is real,” said Meave. Anthropologists have now
®reached a consensus that at least one, and perhaps even more, human

2 species lived near each other in Kenya some two million years ago.
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7. New Human Species Found
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