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Shark Teeth Used to Identify Biodiversity Loss

There is a 'searcity of data on shark populations before humans
began to significantly change ocean biodiversity. Joshua Drew, a
conservation biologist at Columbia University in New York, had an
ingenious idea for 3substantiating the changes in shark diversity in
the seas around the Gilbert Islands. He had to go no further than the
Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, which holds a *copious
collection of weapons Scrafted by natives of the Gilbert Islands. The
Gilbert Islanders were ®adept at making weapons from shark teeth.
The teeth in the swords, lances and other 7fierce weapons had been
Sperforated and then ®lashed with cords to small Precesses drilled
into wooden handles and spears.

Since sharks can be identified by their teeth, the weapons offered
a valuable "resource for ¥monitoring shark diversity over the last
120 years, the date of the oldest weapons. Drew identified 19 different
species, including three no longer found near the Gilbert Islands.
The teeth were gathered as the islanders fished off their own coasts,
not through trading. This ®implies that the three shark species had
once lived in the waters near the islands. “Shark-finning, a method of
catching sharks in large numbers for their fins, had “Scommenced near
the islands over a hundred years ago. This Wdecimation may account
for the loss of shark species.
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¥ shortage, lack, sparseness
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12@ monitor » observe, track
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b entail, indicate
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