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The Origins of the Summer Olympics

The wenue for the first Olympic Games, held in 779 B.C., was
Olympia, Greece, an Zidyllic rural setting with a stadium, three sacred
temples, and only one inn for guests. The quiet village would become a
oisterons *hub of ancient sports and entertainment every four years,
*Peripheral Slistractions included artistic and literary events, as well
as more rivolous entertainments such as fortune-telling and fire-
eating displays.

Athletes showed up at the nearby city of Elis one month before the
Games. They funderwent a Sstringent training “regimen and weaker
athletic candidates, who "were not cut out for Olympic competitions,
would be "#weeded pul. Before entering the stadium for the Games,
athletes went 1o a temple to "Sswear an oath they would “abide by
Game rules. Athletes would also "Sinvoke the gods, pleading for
power to "yanguish their opponents.

Olympic officials worried that athletes would turn elsewhere in their
efforts to win. It was said that some athletes used powerful "®potions to
enhance their performance. Others placed curses on their opponents,
#Corruption entered the Games in other forms from the 4th century
B.C. Eupolus, a boxer, was caught 2'hribing his opponents, who had
been asked to #throw their matches. Although the early Olympic
Games are considered to have been clean and fair overall, wrongdoing
has a fairly long history.
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1@ venue & place for an organized meeting, concert, efc.
Tvinju) B (25 - satio) B o)
W beautiful and peaceful with no problems
22 kiyMe @ i
Toudilr] & idyll (wm, BN
#lively, exuberant, animated, spirited
30 bolsterous B R CENLL
[bisestoras] B restrained (LA
4@ hub P center, core, focus, heart
[habl B (Fiho) b, M
s peripheral » surrounding, outlying
{parttaral] @ AR, RHNL
» entertainment, recreation, smusement
so distraction B eE SmsL
ldstrskfan]  distract ((A)DBEERST, TELELD)
71 frivolous 1 B trivial, trifling
{Hrtvalis] B BAICRSEL, (S0
&2 undergo P experience, go through
[Andargse] B (w2 e@BT3
82 stringent ® harsh, severe, rigorous
Istrindsant] LY, R
+ ¥ a special plan of exercise intended to
1@ regimen improve your strength or skills
[rédgman] | B EEEE, RN

ne be cut out for ~

¥ be fitted for, be suited 1o
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12 weed out ~

pfilter out, separate out, eliminate
(AECLO)eRRTS, ~eMYVRS
© i woeed | [HMBERIMRS| LU

13@ swear an oath

BLEETS, EETS

147 abide by ~ » comply with, conform to, follow, cbey
(- Y ) T D, ~1ofES
i Pprayto
G | () cMEREHS
linvivk]  invocation (SAD¥E, )
161 plead for ~ 1 »beg, beseech, implore, entreat
~¢BHTS, ~cEETS
1@ vanquish » defeat, conquer
Fvigkwif} W iE2, &Bs
8@ potion ¥ a drink with magical powers
tpbegonl B (H053) K%, (BEELD)1R
190 curse ;ﬁf‘dm" mpcatin
eazral @put [place] a curse on ~ ((AJRLENIS)
200 corruption » depravity, degeneracy, decadence
Tkarkpjza] B WE, 5k
¥ buy off, pay off. suborn, square
n@ briba HeRNTS, CHEEES BN
braib] # bribery (M, SUH)
220 throw a match » daliberately lose
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