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An Enigma from Crete

In 1908, while working at the site of the Minoan Palace of Phaistos
on the island of Crete, Italian 'archacologist Luigi Pernier 2came
across an unusual artifact — a small disc of hard-baked *clay bearing
241 stamped symbols, or Sglyphs, which ®spiraled 7inward from the
8rim toward the center on both sides. The symbols have since been
compared to many other ®seripts, yet so far no one has been able to
Wdecipher the so-called Phaistos Disc,

It is generally thought that the disc dates from around 1700 B.C.,
when Minoan civilization, the first "literate civilization of Europe, was
at its peak and flourishing. The symbols — some of which resemble
2mundane items such as fish, cats, and flowers, while others are
abstract or ¥geometric shapes — were individually punched into the
clay using preformed “hieroglyphic “"*seals” before the disc was fired,
This fact has attracted the attention of many scholars as the artifact
provides evidence that the basic principle of the Gutenberg Revolution,
the use of "movable {ype, had actually been discovered thousands of
years before Johannes Gutenberg lived. As such, the disc is an example
of an invention — in this case, the printing of texts — that arrived
Pahead of its time, when its application was "®impractical in everyday
life. As a result, it would likely have been dropped and forgotien,
explaining the uniqueness of the disc.
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