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Woodrow Wilson and the League of Nations

In January 1918, as World War I 'raged across Europe, U.S. President
Woodrow Wilson stood before *Congress and #laid out his vision
for achieving a lasting international peace once *hostilities ended.
In this now famous Fourteen Points speech, Wilson 5set out to end
what he saw as the "secretive, sell-serving *diplomacy ®practiced
by the dominant European powers. A Whigh-minded idealist, Wilson
believed the war was a Veatastrophic result of such “hehind-the-
scenes, dishonest dealings. He “envisioned a more democratic, stable
world order, in which not only would the interests of smaller countries
be represented, but open diplomatic “proceedings would make nations
¥accountable for their actions. The ®cornerstone of Wilson's plans
was his proposal for an international body that would enable nations
to settle their disputes through arbitration instead of military force.
This organization should afford, he declared, “mutual guarantees of
political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states
"alike.” *At Wilson’s urging, the ®victorious European powers
incorporated this idea into the Treaty of Versailles that ended World
War I, and in 1919, #'the League of Nations was established with 44
countries as members.
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