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The Birth of Earth Day

Earth Day is a popular holiday that was 'conceived in the U.S. in
1970. It is now commonly celebrated on April 22 by more than a billion
people in over 180 countries around the world. There are some rumors
on why this date was chosen. One 2persistent rumor 3holds that the
date was selected for being the birthday of Vladimir Lenin, whose goals
were said to have been shared by some environmentalists at that time.
However, the date was selected in 1970 because it *fell on a Wednesday,
an ideal day for encouraging a large Sturnout for $rallies. It was an
Tauspicious choice, for 20 million people eventually took part.

Earth Day is a Shyproduct of 1960s activism and concern for
a fravaged environment. U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson became
frustrated with the "apathy in the American Congress, who did not
seem "disposed to take action, so he collaborated with others to form
a2coalition of ¥like-minded people. They aimed to hold rallies across
the country, and their efforts to fire up the American public about
the environment "®resonated, Earth Day was a "®spectacular success,
exceeding all expectations.

Environmentalism is no longer “relegated to a “iringe issue.
However, environmentalists remain concerned that people are
becoming complacent and that enthusiasm is Zgiving out.
Environmental problems such as polluted rivers and smog in the 19705
were more #iransparent than the elusive concerns today, such as
global warming,
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16, Tha Birth of Earth Day
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12 conceive
] B 83, B¢
persistent B b dieatil, LaZu
#i0-pen) W persist ((FEL4ELLor) BRTS)
Iparstatand & persistence (Loo¥, MEMe)
3@ hold ¥ believe, think, maintain, deem, reckon
[hould) B eERS, ERTD
4@ fall on ~ B happen on
(BEEHL)EAD
5@ turnout ¥ attendance, assambly, throng
[taerndut] B 8nE(R), (ELo)Al
s@ rally » gathering, assembly, demonstration
[raiili] HEs e
; P promising, propitious, favorable, fortunate
o B EEORL, REORL
Espifos? & auspices (&3, #3%)
‘8@ byproduct » faliout, outgrowth
Thipréjdake] B mEY
8@ ravage P devastate, ruin, destroy
[rabvds] B =REL2<T
- ¥ indifference, unconcem
e spathy B o, 8
laepot] B apathetic

1@ be disposed to
do

¥ be willing to do, be inclined to do
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120 coalition

b aliance, partnership, association, union
BEs, &8

[leialifar]
132 like-minded # having similar interests and opinions
BRELER®D
@ fire up ~ winspire, motivate, rouse
(AEEERTS, ~eWMTD
P impress, get sympathy
W Tevonets B HEERy, REEES
lrégondit] & resonance () 1 resonant (YE<()
: » remarkable, impressive, outstanding
577 spectacular WERILL, HA%
[spokidéijalar] % spectacle (11, Bs)
177 exceed ;s;rga;;m 9o beyond
Dksid] & excess (M)
1a relegate I degrade, downgrade, demote, lower, put
[réligist] O & vt 8PS, €8IS 000
1@ fringe ¥ unimportant. trivial, minor
[frinds) B ks, maNE
» content, satisfied
2@ complacent BRELE
{ksmplissont] # complacency (B2#E)
¥ run out, be used up
n@ give out RE5, ukd, Whd
@give outicld [£EA] % [RIHMTS] ORELSS
227 transparent » obvious, plain, evident, unequivocal

[transpderant]
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