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The Great Mayan Mix-Up

The media 'played up the end of the world in the year 2012 which
was *prophesied by the Mayan Calendar. However, this 2chimera was
aresult of confusing two different cultures, The Aztec Stone of the Sun,
a familiar symbol of ancient Latin America, was *depicted in stories
about the Mayan calendar, but the Searved, Scircular stone is Aztec,
and it is not a calendar.

The Aztecs and Mayan civilizations existed 500 years apart and
were vastly different. The Mayans were an older civilization, and rather
than an empire, they were a collection of autonomous states. They
were 'notable for their innovation — their mathematics ®surpassing
Europe’s at that time. Their art was also ahead of its time, depicting
people realistically, often with *subtle expressions. The year 2012 is a
year when their calendars would have reset, much like the year 2000 on
contemporary calendars. Though a significant year, it had nothing to do
with foreseeing an "apocalypse.

Once "nomadic, the Aztecs settled in the area that is now
Mexico City. They were known for their ®aggression and tyranny,
“suppressing nearby states. For them, the world was full of menace,
and they were obsessed with the apocalypse. 5As such, their art depicts
scenes of death and "®cataclysmic destruction. However, their calendar
was circular and would reset to zero at the end of each cycle, meaning
they had no means to predict events as far away as 2012,

B SMHL mix-up:BA.
5 circular : SITE [FEBO] OBSKT, £210 circular i [AEO] ELS Bk,



PRICOLTO K ERE

AF L PRI TEFAFELE 2012 £RE HROMRII LTS (Y B,
Lirl, cOBEHEI 2OoREAZXEERALEERE LTRER, — MK LED
H2ERSTY - PAYAORBTPAFHAOKBOENTYEI IV TOMEDSIZHE
PHATLEY, TOBIFBEINEREORRFATFIROLOTHY, ETEEL.

FAFHIEHE T rXEIL 500 FOMEMTTHEL, 2 20XHEFRIRE>
T, TYEOAHFHVIHET, FEEVS LY REMELHOBHORSHKTS
Foo WSEFLOLSLEMYANZZ LRSI, BREUNOI—Ov /&) ELT
Wi, B EERRICERITTEY, ABEERNE, LIFLIEMEsRmLEn Ty
1=, 2012 EEBIAOBO 2000 E0 L3 LHSOEN £y FTIFTHE, BER
FTRSBZY, FhiF-ofolsb) EFUTHIL & FRELFEL.

DOTEREE - EPAFHBERREOA$>0 - 27— OBSMMITEELE,
e FFRELHSEE TS A TS Y, ENTIBHERENEL TV, #51
FaTHRARBR-AESTEY, SABMIRYErn T, Thdil, Ha0k
ERPRENEEOBETELTLS, LAL, BoOBRERTSZLOT, AE0E
bUZEicU ey FLTEOIRS, 281, 2012 03 A 0EVFEOHTE
FFHTEFRU LD 2l ENG T,

07



16. The Great Mayan Mix-Up

072

1@ play up ~ » emphasize, accantuate, stress
~EHWTS
» pradict, foretel
%2 prophesy DeFETE, tMETS
[pré)fasi] & prophet (FE#E)
3@ chimera wfancy, illusion
A fkanmira) B =8 s8ton
P describe, portray, delineate
42 depict B HETS, LTS
[diptet] & depiction
501 carve » sculpt
Tkasrv] W EREET
P round
s clroular & B
[sderkjular] & circle
B eminent, prominent, famed, distinguished
12 notahle BEES SELE
ndugobl] W rote (IK2EVS)
8 surpass b excel, outdo, exceed
ey 0 B3, zLo¢
s subtie ¥ fine, keen
kel B Wi, s
¥ predict, envisage, envision, prophesy
1@ foresee DWeFRTS, +FNTE
{frst] ® foreseesble (FHITEE)
P doomsday
@ apocalypse B Zottoib) (0F)
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¥ apocalyptic (CottnEhyn)




»wandering, migrant, itinerant

122 nomadic B BHRD, HREED
[novmsddc] & nomad GE%E)
P pugnaciousness, belligerence, violence
e aggression m R, e )
[ogréfan] | ™ aggressive
» subdue, repress, conguer
4@ suppress W e HETS
[saprés] % suppression
150 as such »tharefore, thus, so
Fhpiic
¥ catastrophic, disastrous, devastating
16 cataclysmic B HEOL, ANEO
[keietalelizmik] & cataclysm (EMOKEE)
172 eschatology » apocalypticism
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1@ solar deity » sun goddess)
byt
208 human sacrifice | » (sacrificiall victim
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217 astronomy

- the scientific study of the stars and planets
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[astréfinami] % astronomer (EX$H)
» horoscope, horoscopy
22@ astrology B SEi
lostrafjiadsil & astrologer (SRMIET
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