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Where Exactly Did Native Americans Come From?

After landing in the New World, early European explorers saw
that there were "noticesble similarities in the features of indigenous
Americans and Asians, and they 2had a hunch that there may be a link.
DNA is now providing evidence of that link, and one researcher believes
he can 3pinpoint their origin. Theodore Schurr, an anthropologist at
the University of Pennsylvania, has taken DNA samples of almost 500
people belonging to ethnic groups in the Altay Mountains of Siberia,
and compared it with 2,500 Native-American DNA samples, Schurr
and his research team focused on the human *penome. The researchers
discovered a mutation among the Altay Mountain Sinhabitants and
Native Americans. Their findings are feompatible with previous studies
that showed an identical mutation in the genome of the two populations.
The DNA evidence also suggests that Native Americans first began to
migrate from the Eurasian continent around 15,000 years ago.

At least one anthropologist *disputes Schurr’s Shypothesis, While
*complimenting Schurr on his "genetic profile of Altay people,
Connie Mulligan, anthropologist from the University of Arizona, says
that Schurr's conclusions are "tentative at best and quite possibly
Rerroneous, The mutations that Schurr identified are not ¥exclusive to
the Altay Mountains, but “cut across regions in Asia. Therefore, she
argues that no one should identify the Altay Mountains as the original
homeland of Native Americans with Sconyiction.
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