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The Forerunner of Stonehenge

Excavations on one of the Orkney islands off the tip of Northern
Britain have unearthed an 'intriguing ancient religious 2complex. This
may have been the original model for Stonehenge and other *ritualistic
complexes located further south. *Radiocarbon dating shows that the
complex, known as the Ness of Brodgar, was foccupied in about 3200
B.C. Though only 10 percent of the Ness complex has %as yet emerged
from the ground, historians estimate it included 100 buildings with
a massive wall around the complex’s "perimeter. The huge stones of
Stonehenge, ®icons of Britain's *Neolithic Age, were not set down on
Salisbury Plain until about 2500 B.C.

“Orkney is one of the keys to understanding the development of
Neolithic religion,” said excavation leader Nick Card of the Orkney
Research Center for Archeology. While researchers have not yet
Wfieshed out in detail what the rituals at Ness were like, archeological
evidence leads them to believe they "set precedents for subsequent
rituals at Stonehenge and elsewhere. Farmers from near and far
gathered at the Ness complex for communal rites to commemorate
the dead and celebrate seasonal changes.

Bones from “livestock dated at about 2300 B.C. were found near
the "exquisitely decorated central temple. The bones are ®gstensibly
the remains of a "®lavish feast held at the time to Vdecommission the
temple. Rituals at Ness either ®wound down or Weeased afier the feast.
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