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Viking Community Discovered in Germany

An 8th century Viking military 'settlement, recently 2unearthed in
Germany, is *causing & stir among historians, From initial clues, lead
‘excavator Andres Dobat from Aarhus University in Denmark, believes
the site is the legendary Viking colony of Sliasthorp, first described by
royal Sscribes of the Seminent Frankish king Charlemagne. The site
includes 200 buildings, including an enormous 30-meter-long, 9-meter-
wide longhouse.
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The Viking settlement is in the same proximity as a ®ortification
called the Danevirke, an ®imposing 30-kilometer-long defensive
Yearthwork "erected by Danes around 700 A.D. The earliest account
of Sliasthrop describes it as a military headquarters for the region and
a base used by Viking King Godfred. Godfred stayed in the "?garrison
in order to repair the Danevirke, which was required to “thwart the
advancement of the Frankish empire. The settlement also “likely
aceommodated laborers who worked on the Danevirke.

The town was also located near the port of Hedeby, which served as
a trading center during Viking times, Historians "infer that Vikings
controlled the "incrative international shipping trade that took place
at Hedeby.

=  The settlement itself was not heavily fortified, but it was surrounded
by ®marshes that would have ®deterred approaching enemies. In
order to attack, they would have had to 2%skirt around the natural
#huffer and cross a narrow, heavily guarded strip of land.
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¥ colony, outpost, community, habitation
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