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1 When the United States joined World War 11 in 1941, the country found

It necessary to send soldiers and supplies across the Atlantic Ocean to
Europe.

> Many of the ships it used, however, were sunk by German submarines.
s An American shipbuilder named Henry J. Kaiser came up with the idea of
building huge airplanes that could be used instead of ships to carry the

troops and equipment.
.+ He contacted Howard Hughes, a millionaire and airplane
designer , and suggested that they build such a plane together.

Further Questions&A

s.1) Why did the United States struggle sending soldiers and supplies
across the Atlantic ?

6.

7.

s.2) Who was Howard Hughes? Howard Hughes

9.

0. 1N 1942, Hughes and Kaiser signed a contract with the U.S. government
to develop the Hercules,a giant plane that could take off

from and land on the ocean .
1. They promised that it would be large enough to carry 750 soldiers and their

equipment. The  major  problem they faced , however, was the
shortage of metals caused by thewar. This meant that the plane

had to be built almost entirely of wood.
2. Work started at Hughes's company in California.

Further Questions&A

1z 3) How large did Hughes and Kaiser plane for the airplane to be?
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14, Hughes Kaiser

1. 4) What was the largest challenge for building the airplane?

19.

0. Although the plane was needed immediately, the work took far longer than
expected . One reason was that even the small amount of metal they
wanted was difficultto obtain

1. Another was Hughes’'s concern with unimportant details. He would, for
example, spend days worrying about the design of the plane’s control panel.

2. Eventually, Kaiser left the project and Hughes carried on  alone

23 By the time he finished, though, the war was over
2. The Hercules was three times larger than any airplane that

had been built before. Hughes had spent  $22 million of the government’s
money and $8 million of his own money building it.

Further Questions&A

s 5)What  trait  did Hughes have that slowed down the production of the
airplane? Hughes

26.

7. 6) How much money was spent on developing the Hercules?
28. Hercules

29.

30.

;1. Many people doubted that such a huge airplane could fly, and they criticized
Hughes for spending so much public money on it.
2. 1IN 1947, Hughes was called to Washington, D.C., for questioning by

the government. During the investigation's summer break, however, he
returned to California to take the Hercules on a test flight.

;3. 10 everyone’s surprise, the huge plane rose 21 meters above the
water and flew for about 1.6 kilometers. Hughes had shown his critics
that the airplane could fly, and the government ended the investigation.
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2. Although the Hercules never flew again, it became known as an
engineering miracle, one that showed that a huge size does not
make flying impossible.

Further Questions&A

;5. 7) What did Howard Hughes do during the investigation on him?

36. Howard Hughes

37.

;5. 8) Why do you think the airplane was never used after the first flight?

39.

40.

*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

s (41) Why did Henry J. Kaiser want to build huge airplanes during World War 11?
42. Henry J, Kaiser

He hoped to sell them to Howard Hughes'’s airline company.

43.
44,

Ships carrying men and equipment were often attacked

Such airplanes could be used tosink enemy submarines.
It was becoming expensive for him to make ships.

45.

AW DN P

46.

s (42) What was one difficulty faced by Hughes and Kaiser?
48. Hughes Kaisel

There was a shortage of wood in California.

They could not get all the metals that they needed.

49.

50.

Hughes's factory was located far from the Atlantic Ocean.
The airplane could not be designed to take off from land.

51.

AW NP

52.

2. (43) What was one reason the Hercules took so long to build?
54. Hercules

Kaiser left the project because the war had ended.

It was difficult to find workers because of the war.

55.

56.

57.

Hughes spent a lot of time thinking about minor details.

AW NP

The government did not provide the money it had promised.

58.

so. (44) Why did the government end its investigation of Hughes?

60. Hughes

His airplane never flew again after its first flight across the sea.
The war finished long before his airplane was ready to be used.

61.

62.

A test flight showed that his airplane was able to fly despite its size.

63.

A W NP

He successfully flew his airplane from California to Washington, D.C.
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. (45) Which of the following statements is true?

66.
67. After the war, many people said Hughes had wasted government money.
Kaiser and Hughes argued over how much money to spend on the plane.

68.

1
2
. 3 The Hercules project was not completed because Hughes ranoutof  money.
4 Hughes went to Washington, D.C, to get back the money he had spent on the
project.

Review Questions

7. 1) Why did the United States  struggle sending soldiers and supplies across
the Atlantic ?
2. The German submarines would sink many of their ships.

70.

7. 2) Who was Howard Hughes?
. He was a millionaire and airplane designer.

s 3) How large did Hughes and Kaiser plane for the airplane to be?
6. 1t was planned to be large enough to carry 750 soldiers and their equipment.

7. 4) What was the largest challenge for building the airplane?

. There was a shortage of metal which required that the airplane be built
almost entirely from wood.

7 5)What trait did Hughes have that slowed down the production of the
airplane?

2. He would spend a lot of time concerned with unimportant details such as
the design of the control panel.

s 6) How much money was spent on developing the Hercules?

s2. $22 million of the government’s money and $8 million of his own was spent on
the project.

es () What did Howard Hughes do during the investigation on him?

sa. He flew the Hercules  proving that it was capable of flight.

ss 8) Why do you think the airplane was never used after the first flight?
The war was over and the airplane no longer had a good use.

1 (41) 2 (42) 2 (43) 3 (44) 3 (45) 1
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286

opposite
287 rent
288 survive
289 applause
290 negotiate
291 worsen
292 certificate
293 gain
294 rumor
295 health
296 hesitation
297 migrate
298 assume
299 fare
300 attendance
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