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Multinational corporations have the potential to play a
positive role in society, but in my opinion, the majority of them
are failing to do so.

First of all, multinationals should be bringing great benefits to
consumers. They could potentially help economies by providing
people with reasonably priced, high-quality goods by means of
economies of scale and adherence to international quality
standards. Instead, however, multinationals often create
monopolies and drive smaller local competitors out of business.
This hurts consumers by keeping prices high and limiting the
selections of available products.

Another failure is in the area of human rights. Multinationals
could be promoting human rights by ensuring that their
suppliers and business partners treat their workers properly.
Instead, however, multinationals are often accused of failing to
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pay living wages and condoning child labor.

Most multinationals are also failing society in terms of the
environment. Instead of using resources wisely so they will be
available to future generations, these companies are using them
in a nonsustainable fashion and creating pollution due to their
shortsighted desire for profit.

When enough people get angry about monopolies, human
rights violations, and poor environmental practices, perhaps
multinational corporations will change their ways. Until that
time, however, claims that they are benefiting society must be
viewed skeptically.
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Hey, Patrick, you better watch out for the boss today.

Why? What's up?

She needed to make a bunch of copies this morning, but the copy
machine was still broken.

Oh, no. I was supposed to call and get the maintenance company
to come. It totally slipped my mind.

Don’t worry too much. She tends to blow things out of proportion,
but she usually forgives and forgets pretty quickly.

Well, I'll get on it now and stay under her radar for the rest of the
day.

Question: Why is the man worried?
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(Z5U7R) % : Trying to set up this family reunion is becoming such a chore!
¥r ¢ Have you settled on a date yet?
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No, that’s the problem. What with people’s jobs, kids, and other
commitments. I can’t believe how tightly scheduled everyone’s
lives are.

Maybe it won’t be possible to get everyone together this summer.
Perhaps you should shoot for the fall.

You're probably right. With enough advance notice, we should be
able to get together for at least a few days.

Question: What is the man’s problem?

Yr:

* :

COREHRESZERTDIORT I BABZEICE>TEEL.
BICBIEEIROED?

W, ENDHEBRAL. BABLOUABPSFHPS, FHPOHEHPS
DEVWEK: HODPIARICE S LYFPEDHE > LEFELTLBE
AT, BUBKEWN,

SEQEICRREZRDBDREEDS LhARLDbR, REBETOHL
LWhs Lhiiy.

ERAZDEBYIER, RBEF>TFELTHEFIE 2L 2
SHREXRZZEFTESIFTE.

HR : BHEOMERTD.

EREOR

1 HIFRESOBNZZ I TWEDS £,

2 BFEASOTELVATY 12— B ZEHTERL,
3 HIELEHPZEOTUVBHEBEZRE DTSR,

4 WIS EEEEEERD RN,

family reunion ®#EfAHEEAL L TV ARBICOWT, BEE2oHD
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5&% T how tightly scheduled everyone’s lives are & #B LT 5,
HAGEDAY T2 —NhvoEnT, ERPEFACEOTELHEHR
HONBVOPPREOMELZEbRDOT, IHIEM. 212 his H5h
THb. what with ~ BB H %525 55wk, shoot for ~ [~%
Hig3, 49 1

gh. Mr. Li is flying in from Singapore today. Have you made
arrangements to pick him up?

Yes. I'll drive to the airport to get him. We should be back at the
office by 4.

Why don’t you take him directly to his hotel so he can take it
easy?

: But I scheduled a meeting for you both at 4:30, and dinner from 7.

Should I cancel them?

¢ Yes. It's a long flight. Besides, he’ll be here until Friday. We can



talk business later.

Question: What does the man suggest doing?
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#35, SRYIADYVHR—LLPERITHETHSoLe 5D, LAAIC
T FRIETETND DG,

EU, D ETEEETOAILTEEY. 4RBICEFSHICRNATL &
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K o< LTWEEFRELSIC, EERTIICEERLTRES DR,
- i

TETH, B2ADEEEIBY, YEETHICPELELL Fv2
T LEADBVWTL £DH.

FHER, BEWVTSA hEL, FRIC, HIZESBBETIELICL\SD
FEME, EVZADEIIETTES.

BRY : BHRAETHIEERELTLSD,
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3 URAIKECEEZESASIE.
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A Z TS, ZOEIEMICES LT RIEICHL, B2
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take it easy # 3 Afrest LHEWIRZ TV A,
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Lesley, how nice to see you. I didn’t know you shopped here.

I just started recently. I'm trying to be more careful about what I
eat. The prices are a little steep, though.

True, but you have to be prepared to fork out a bit extra for
organic food.

I guess so.

And you get the satisfaction of knowing you're making a
contribution to the environment.

It’s a tough choice, though. If I don’t notice any improvements in
my health, I may switch back to my regular place.

Question: What do we learn about the woman?

¥
W

LX—, ek, BHAZITRMIZL TV S EEMSRD DL,
BERB EDICB 2 EPY K, BAPICE2EREFEDKDIELTL
B0, HEES &2 /LT ER,

* 1 FALEGE, A—HIvIBRKICEB &2 ERBIHORBEILEZE PR,
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*
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EDHEVR.

D FhC, BRICERL TV EHSBREZRLSNS L.
D BLUUVEBRETER, BEOUESE L RSABNEDIRS, WD

235

QUIINCS E-S@ann



=15

NOS mn

236

OUTR) Yt

% % %

X %

HLOEICESDS Lhk,

TEIEDVWTED DD ZD,

1 BEREA A=V IBRREBSOEPDHZHE LIk,

2 BEEBEOVIOFEEES L.

3 WEERBEBIZZEICRDLTHS.

4 BERBEDERVA—HZvIBREERDIIE.

A—=H =y 7 RMETORTE BOLBECHL, KEOBERBEY

T, BARAHITNIE T may switch back to my regular place & %
IXE-2Twad, Thid, A—FH=v 7ARETRLVEOIEIZRES & v
ITLBEDT, 1VEM IFLETEHEZOREHIIOVWTTH B,

fork out [(K&) #4495 1.

grcwewed your _]Ob perfonnance for the past year, Trevor, and

overall I'm satisfied with your work.

: Thank you.

¢ You’ve been absent a fair bit, however.

¢ Yes, I wanted to discuss that. My wife’s health hasn’t been good.
: I see. You should’ve come to see me about it earlier. Don’t be

surprised if your promotion to manager is put on hold.

. Well, I guess it can’t be helped.
¢ Still, you did meet all your targets. Let me talk to the head of the

department and see what we can do.

Question: What does the woman tell Trevor?
SN Ay -
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P BYBESTEVET,

T2V ERADDE ) 2D,
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PRLBVATT,

BBEE. Lo ERKBEKTLMEFDBRD b, HLEOEE
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EOTIR, PLE/BLTLELD.
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S5GWD, P2 THBD,

B/ i FLAN—ICRIEE o TLB D,

1 HEE->EBVBRESAOSND,
2 REIFEEZRFRLTRRSEODSE Lk,
3 RAEOREZBERSEEOIIELDS,



4 BIEFHPREFEZTINEL.

N O T HE O & i 3 2 HOFRE THEI M L1274 51

e dihnd, %ﬁw%ﬁfﬁWk&%HAof&7&aqawéc
BUOREILZHEFEOFOBRKBL VI LEDT, 2HEM.
PEEDRAHE p o 72D [FEOMHER B ST ﬁmf_ybn etk
ZFRBE Lo EEEoTWRV,

N0 = I I isrmnsssssissmissasisssrassaraane et

(RZUFH) ¥

%%

o %

*:

Kyle, 1 think we need to monitor Jenny’s eating habits more
closely.

: Really? Why do you say that?
: I read an article that said teens who eat too much junk food are

more likely to develop mental health problems later in life.

: You shouldn’t believe everything you read, you know.
: But why take any chances? She’d benefit from a healthier diet

anyway.
I guess it couldn’t hurt, but let’s not go overboard.

Question: What does the man imply?
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DA, Dr1Z—NRBEZEEHEXRBRERTIUERDPHEHERD
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D AM? ESLTEALIEZEDID?
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P MARZEEFAEDPEELAINELP RV,
D BWE BBREBTIERBEVTLED. o ERRERFETIIE,

EX2EHALEHDFDR/ICRDD K,
FHLTEVETIRAVESDITE, RUBELRNEIICLED K.

R BHEEICEEE o> TS D,
BREOR) 1 RETZ2TEBET ARMEHEPINEL,

2 BRIIZ—OZEEERMICHERTINEL.

3 FARICOERETHRTBNETIEEL,

4 EFZTOLBERYICZTIEDBEDNEZ TR,
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Lamar, I need you to go to our new Shanghai office next week.
To recruit a sales team?
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: We're not that far along yet. We’ll hire a sales director first, but

that’ll be next month. There’s a more immediate concern.

* You mean the negotiation with Lotus International?
¢ No, that’s done. As I'm sure you've heard, our factory is in

violation of government regulations. I need you to meet with our
attorney there about bringing everything into compliance. We'll
discuss it in detail at today’s meeting.

Fine. See you at 2.

Question: Why is the man being sent to Shanghai?

e o
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pegi <

D oY, EEFLOESRHICIT o TIELLO.

ERXF—LZERLICTTD.

P RETIETEATLRWD, £TEEBRZES TIE, ThEEA

K. O ERERTIHEDHBHD.

P O—RA A LA—FIaFNEDTHEDZETTH,
CLWA, FRRRVED. BREBHVTVSIETEFE, 5501

BUEHBEEORMISER L TWS0. HELICE, RMTS>50RELE

227, RAlIETFEZRESE2M#Z L TELLOL, FLWZERS
HORETELEDD.

WWVTL &D. THE2 B,

B : SitidatbBlilkEEshanb.

(EREOR 1 EENRZEETSD

2 FHEEERERT B0
3 BERLKETIED.
4 #HLLWFELZREDS 20,
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LEMEELC, THoBHGER OME 2 NEST (compliance) (24
LT EVMNTHE, 2HFN% legal issue L T EDHTWV A,

% was Connie on the phone. She’s dropping her cats off with us
on Saturday.

When did we decide that?

I mentioned it to you last month, remember? She’s going on
vacation and needs us to look after them. They’re no trouble,
apparently.

: Maybe not, but it’s still a big responsibility. And mentioning

something isn’t the same as deciding.

¢ Well, I thought you wouldn’t mind.
¢ Even so, you could’ve checked with me before giving Connie the



go-ahead.

Question: Why is the man annoyed?

23R Yy .
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T —7Eo/b, TEBAIC, HWiE5ETRHCOBICED 2T,
WDFARZ E&mRDRE?

HhlcidkAS b &, EATWBbER. HEIIARRICITKDT,
FAEBICHEOEEERTIELL ST, BIXLAFIH,PSEVALOK,
FoMHLNEVNTE, FhTEETERZVL, FhiZ, FADPZEED
DIFFRDZOERL LN,

A—A, BEEERICLEVWER AL E,

FEEAZFHTH, A-—lcd—YA o aHTRIICEICER TERLETE
&Ko

BifY . BHERGERELTTVDOD,

BIREOR

1 EHRICHEBLED DTz

2 EDPWOSOKBOFEEZEEL .

3 O-—hBHEEZLEIT TS,

4 OA-—PREEEOHEEZBAL LTV,

Bi#EAS 2 © H %S C mentioning something isn’t the same as

No.9 -z
(RZUTH) %

Y.
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deciding Lt §->Twa L9 I2, #izxfA5b LT (mention) & T
HELA LM S L2 bd, FHPECLATWARKNTH 5.
B REHE OIS O check with % consult & Fv itz 7z 1 HIEM
gey, my dentist tells me my teeth need a lot of work. I'm going
to have to get a couple of crowns fitted. Also, I'd like to have
my amalgam fillings removed since they’re toxic to the body.
How much is all this going to cost?

: The crowns are about $1,000 each, and removing amalgam is

about $700 or $800 per tooth. I have at least five amalgam
fillings.

: We don’t have dental insurance, so there’s no way our budget can

handle all of that right now. What's the most urgent?

: Well, one tooth is really bad since the filling has fallen out, and

another’s borderline. Those are the teeth the dentist wants to fit
with a crown.

¢ Why not start with those? The other work can wait until next year.

I should be able to find a job by then, which will help.

¢ We could look into purchasing an independent insurance plan.
: I have already. It’s expensive, and it wouldn’t cover much for the

first few years, anyway.
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I'd really like to get all the amalgam out as soon as possible.
[ understand that, but you need to decide what your priority is. We

just can’t cover more than a few thousand dollars this year.

Question: What does the woman suggest the man do?
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BREOR
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2 ERMRBREED I EEBEND,

3 ARO—EBIEETP>2TESD.

4 REDPOEREZITRDSD.

HBUEOROERZ, 77902 hREbT L EEBYORED 22124
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OK, I've asked you both to meet with me because our team’s been
late submitting some key assignments recently.
But Amy, we just have too much to do. You know how many



¥
O : But if we eventually have to get it all done anyway, I don’t see

ﬁﬁ' .

clients we're juggling.

: Right. We're chronically understaffed. All of us are already

working overtime every night. Can’t we get some backup?

: Unfortunately, that’s not going to happen. And the workload isn’t

likely to get much lighter, either.

: In that case, it’s unreasonable to expect us to finish everything on

time.

: Look, I'm not expecting miracles, and I'm certainly not

questioning your skills or commitment. However, some jobs are
more urgent than others.

: So, what you're saying, Amy, is that we can let some projects

slide?

: Not exactly, but some things may have to be put on hold until we

have more time.

: So I should consider that when I'm drawing up the weekly

schedule, then?
Yes.

how it will make much difference.
Well, something has to change, so I suggest we give it a try.

Question: What does Amy suggest the team do?
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LA
(2207 ) Healthy Farming?

Antibiotics to kill harmful bacteria revolutionized the treatment of disease in
the 20th century. Today, however, doctors are concerned about the increasing
number of bacteria that have evolved to resist these drugs. Many blame this
development on the excessive use of antibiotics in livestock farming. Farmers
insist they need to feed their animals antibiotics in order to keep them healthy.
Critics point out, though, that this practice is not being restricted to sick
animals. It is estimated that 70% of antibiotics in the U.S. are fed to healthy
animals to make them gain weight more quickly. Antibiotics promote growth
by increasing the amount of nutrients animals absorb from their food.

This practice obviously benefits farmers, but many people are calling for it
to be banned. A study was recently carried out into Staphylococcus aureus, a

&CD
B@
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bacterium that causes infections in humans. The study showed that when the
bacterium originally infected humans, it could be dealt with fairly easily using
common antibiotics. After it was contracted by pigs, however, it developed
resistance. The resistant bacterium then moved back into the human
population, where it currently poses a serious health threat.

Questions

No.11 Why are farmers being criticized?

No.12 What is one thing we learn about Staphylococcus aureus?

ER BRNERE?

FEGHEZRTREDEIR, 20 HicOBTARICERZHEL L. LALSA,
INSOEICHEER DL D ICELLEMEOHSEML TWAZ £, EMESIEE
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m 21 Thas,
(2ZU7 1) Solar Energy

The use of solar cells is a promising way to produce renewable energy. The
cells run silently, require little maintenance, and, most importantly, do not
emit greenhouse gases during use. There is a downside, however. Both the
manufacture and disposal of solar cells involve highly toxic metals that can
pollute soil and groundwater. Also, the cells are manufactured using silicon,
which is produced by heating sand to extremely high temperatures. This
process is energy intensive and generates significant amounts of greenhouse
gases.

Proponents of solar energy point out that the greenhouse gases emitted
during its production are less than those for coal or natural gas. They also say
there are strategies that can reduce the ecological burden of solar cells.
Programs have been set up to use materials from discarded cells for other
purposes, for example, and new cells can be manufactured using energy
produced by existing cells. Furthermore, the energy payback period for a solar
cell, which is the time needed for it to generate the amount of energy required
to produce it, is just five years. Since the projected lifetime of solar cells is 30
years, they are highly efficient in the long term.

Questions

No.13 What is one problem with solar cells?

No.14 What do supporters of solar energy say?
=R ABIRIVF—

ABEBHOEREZ, BEURIRNF—2LEETIRLRAETHD. BHIIHEET
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(ZZUZL) Sniffing Out the Truth
One way the police locate illicit items such as drugs and weapons is by
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using specially trained dogs known as detection dogs. These dogs are
important as they give police officers legal cause to search cars, luggage, and
people. Tests have shown that when illicit items are present, detection dogs
usually find them. However, they also give many false alerts. Depending on
how well the handlers and dogs are trained, false alerts can occur between 50
and 80% of the time. Some people oppose the use of detection dogs for this
reason, arguing it casts doubt on the overall legality of searches.

A research team at the University of California carried out a study to find
out why false alerts occur. The study showed that when handlers suspect illicit
items (o be present, they inadvertently guide their dogs to them. Handlers give
unconscious physical cues, which may be as subtle as a turn of their head or a
change in the direction of their gaze. Team member Lisa Lit emphasizes this
discovery is not an argument against using detection dogs. She suggests the
problem can be solved with improved training for dogs and handlers.
Questions
No.15 What is one thing the speaker says about detection dogs?

No.16 What does Lisa Lit believe about detection dogs?
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(ZZU7F) The Great Pyramid of Giza

The Great Pyramid of Giza was built as a tomb for the Egyptian pharaoh
Khufu. Little is known about how the pyramid was built, but Egyptian
researchers now believe that they know the date construction began. The
researchers already knew the ancient Egyptians traditionally began major
construction projects when the Nile River flooded each year. The timing of
these floods differed year by year, but it always coincided with the annual
appearance of the star Sirius. The researchers also knew pharaohs started
building their tombs soon after taking power. Armed with this knowledge,
they studied Egyptian and modern calendars alongside records of Sirius’s
cycle. The researchers calculated that Khufu became pharaoh in 2470 BC, so
they concluded this was the year construction began. They then determined
that the flooding, and therefore the construction, would have started around
August 23.

Critics doubt these findings, however. They point out that some pharaohs
may have been omitted from the Egyptian calendar for political reasons, so
the dates given for Khufu could be wrong. They also say the first sighting of
Sirius could have been influenced by weather conditions, Finally, some
believe such a large pyramid would have taken longer than usual to plan,
delaying the beginning of construction.
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Questions

No.17 What is one thing the Egyptian researchers did?

No.18 Why do some people question the researchers’ findings?
B FYOXESZ v R
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may have been omitted from the Egyptian calendar for political
reasons, so the dates given for Khufu could be wrong 2. =37
FORREH DML L2 VT MEHFELEHRNZELDOND
LhZnwiliEFoTwd, Tht [F—IPREATE LW LFWHR
Z 7z 2 HNEM.
(zZ2U7+F) Eye in the Sky

Unmanned aircraft fitted with cameras, commonly known as spy drones,
play an important role in U.S. military operations. They are used to locate and
track enemy individuals in war zones. Until now, however, images good
enough to allow the recognition of individuals could only be obtained at close
range, and the target was impossible to track in a crowd. To solve this
problem, the U.S. military has commissioned the development of spy drones
fitted with advanced facial-recognition technology. Not only can this
technology recognize individuals from poor-quality images taken from a
distance, but it can also pick out a known individual from a crowd.

Most Americans are aware that spy drones are used by the U.S. military, but
what they do not realize is they are also being used in U.S. skies. Drones are
currently used to watch for illegal immigrants attempting to cross the U.S.
border from Mexico. While critics claim that such use of spy drones in
civilian situations infringes on people’s privacy, more law enforcement
agencies in the U.S. are considering using them. Trials of spy drones to track
fugitives and find missing persons are already under way.

Questions

No.19 What was one problem with spy drones until now?

No.20 What does the speaker say about most Americans?
=R ZholH
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TEBLREHERLL TV, EREREIE, XEHE TROMBADMLEZRHE LiBH
THEHICALSGIhS. LALIZhETIE, BAZRB#TESEERFRERITEE
HELPR/LNT, BRODTHEEEBWT 2 EIETrIEERE 2. COMBEEZBERT
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You have 10 seconds to read the situation and Question No. 21.

First, we have several checking accounts, which are the most convenient for
everyday transactions. Our Prime account has no banking charges, so it’s very
popular. If you think you might need overdraft protection, I'd recommend our
Prime Plus account. That allows you to be overdrawn for up to seven days
each month without incurring a penalty, although there is a small charge for
this service. The interest you’ll receive on both these accounts is 0.9%. If you
have some money to put aside, we have several savings accounts. These pay a
higher rate of interest but have limitations on withdrawals. Our Silver account
offers 2.1% interest. This allows you to make withdrawals up to four times a
month. I also highly recommend our Gold account, which offers the highest
rate of all our accounts at 3.4%. You should be aware that this requires 30
days’ notice for withdrawals, however.

Now mark your answer on your answer sheet.
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transactions %W RE7ZA%, FIFEiL 0.9%. Silver account dF (% 2.1
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(RZUTH)

You have 10 seconds to read the situation and Question No, 22.

Thank you for choosing to fly with EuroJet, and we apologize for the delay
due to the unfavorable weather conditions. We will be landing at Gatwick
Airport at approximately 2:40 p.m. If you’ve missed a connecting flight on
one of our planes, please proceed directly to our customer service counter near
Gate 22 once we have landed. Our staff will book you on the next available
flight. If you have a connecting flight on our alliance partner European
Airways, please see a ground crew member at the arrival gate. If you've
missed a domestic connecting flight on any other carrier, you should go to the
carrier’s check-in counter in the departure lobby. Please remember that, in
such cases, your luggage will not have been booked through to your final
destination, so you should collect it and go through customs first. We hope to
see you again on Eurolet.

Now mark your answer on your answer sheet.
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(RZU7H)

You have 10 seconds to read the situation and Question No. 23.

Thank you for calling the Horizon Insurance accident hotline. Our
representatives are available from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
If you were involved in an accident in which an injury occurred, please hang
up and call 911 if you haven’t already done so. If you were in a collision with
another moving vehicle, you are required to file a report with the police
immediately. If you have already contacted the necessary authorities, or for
accidents with no injuries, please speak to one of our representatives during
business hours. Once the claims process is under way, you will be sent a list of
our authorized repair shops so that you can get an estimate for repairs. If you
wish to leave a message for a representative dealing with an ongoing claim,
enter the first three letters of his or her surname followed by the star key.

Now mark your answer on your answer sheet.
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DRDNEBEFRLLIBAIE, ESICERICBIEEZTOEBIFHYET. VELERF
LBICEICER L TVWBBE, 50T DPAOLVEROSEIE, HERRTICYt
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(RZUTR)

You have 10 seconds to read the situation and Question No. 24,

This is Jeremy Matthews from Medallion Properties returning your call. We
have a few listings in the price range you mentioned, but they’ll probably go
fast. I'll briefly describe them for you. We have three listings in Larchmont.
One’s a newly remodeled three-bedroom house on Baker Street. The second is
a studio bungalow on Frazer Avenue, which is a bit small, but very well
equipped. It has on-street parking, but no garage. The third option is a two-
bedroom apartment near Westin Park. It has beautiful original features from
the 1940s with all-new fittings and appliances. No parking, though. Finally,
we have a two-bedroom house on Tranter Street in the Norwood
neighborhood. Like the house in Larchmont, it has a yard and garage.
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Anyway, give me a call if you’re interested in any of these properties.

Now mark your answer on your answer sheet.
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= A7 4 YBREOE OWHFORESHFRICOVTIRMA LTV A
A, o/ -9y FKoW o ##H T Like the house in
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(ZZU7H)
You have 10 seconds to read the situation and Question No. 25.
Hi, this is Alison calling from Thompson Medical about your 9:15
appointment next Wednesday. Just a reminder, since it’s your first visit, we'd
like you to print out the patient forms from our website and fill them in ahead

255

QUIING =B



of time. If you can’t manage that, we have the forms here, but you should
arrive half an hour before your appointment to complete them. We're aware of
which countries you’re planning to travel to, but we still don’t have a copy of
your immunization record. Please get this to us before your appointment so
we know what you need. As for payment, we’ll bill your insurance company
directly, so on Wednesday you’ll only need to pay your percentage. We look
forward to seeing you then.

Now mark your answer on your answer sheet.

HELEL, YTV Y - XFAANOTIIITE. SEOKEED IR 15907
FRICOWTEBELTVWET. BOEDTITH, MIZTTOT, YROTLTVA ~h
SHBREZATO—-RLT, H5PULHRALTWELEEZLVWERWET. FhHE
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I (Interviewer): Thank you for coming in today, Alan.

AP (Alan Parker): Nice to meet you.

I: Now, I know you teach literature, but I've heard you were also made
associate dean in charge of academic affairs. How did you end up getting a
position like that?

AP: Well, contrary to their image, actually Japanese universities are extremely
democratic. That means that, for example, the dean of a department, or the
president of the university, in most cases is elected by the faculty. So in my
department, someone was elected dean. The system is rather like the
American presidential system, as opposed to the British or Japanese
parliamentary system. That is that once the dean is elected, he then asks
various members of the faculty to serve on his executive team, and each one
has their own responsibility.

I: I see. How do you think Japanese universities have changed in recent years?

AP: Well, I think in common with universities actually in other industrialized
countries, of course Japan has experienced the declining birthrate for some
time, which has finally started to feed into 18-year-olds, which means that
the number of students out there, the number of potential students, is much
less than before, so that universities are under great pressure to attract
students. If they don’t attract students, then they won’t fulfill their quotas,
and quite frankly they will go bankrupt. And so, there is great pressure
within universities for reform. At the same time, because of the Japanese
system, reform is not at all easy, and tends to be rather slow.

I: What are universities doing to attract more students?

AP: Well, probably one of the most popular policies is to try and
internationalize the university, and that means employing more foreign
faculty, or arranging for exchanges with other universities, and so on.
Another thing is that most universities are now stressing interactive
education, with smaller classes and seminars, more discussion between the
teachers and students. The trouble is that of course these policies are being
introduced mainly in order to make the university more attractive, and
teachers themselves are not necessarily trained or equipped to teach in this,
this new way.

I: Do you think attempts to internationalize have succeeded?
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AP: I think they're succeeding beyond all expectation, actually, I think that, of
course, there have been enormous changes within Japanese society, and
within the universities, in terms of people’s attitudes, which have made this
possible. But I think there’s also a very strong sense in contemporary Japan,
a sense of crisis, a sense that unless people become capable of acting on the
international stage, it will be very hard for Japan to defend its own interests
in the future. Most cornpanies are looking for graduates who are truly
international, traly bilingual. And i universities can succeed in producing
those sorts of students, then they will get very good jobs, and other students
will notice, and those departments will becore popular.

I: Thank you so much, Alan, for sharing your insights with us today.

AP: It’s been a great pleasure. Thank you very much.

Questions

No.26 According to Alan, what is frue of Japanese universities in recent years?

No.27 What does Alan say about Japanese universities’ efforts to

internationalize?
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1. Agree or disagree: Technological advances have made the world a safer
place
I do not believe that technological advances have made the world a safer
place. There are three reasons for this. First, while technology has enabled
people to live healthier, longer lives and boosted the economy, this has
brought about an increase in population and increased destruction of the
environment. As the world population continues to increase and living
standards improve in many countries, pollution and the release of greenhouse
gases will only get worse. Some scientists predict that humanity may face
collapse or even extinction by the end of this century. Second, technological
advances have resulted in new weapons that have greater power to kill. These
include such things as nuclear, chemical and biological weapons. Some people
fear that the development of these weapons could get out of hand and result in
the destruction of humanity. Moreover, terrorists may get hold of these
weapons and cause widespread destruction. Third, people have become too
dependent on technology today and no longer feel close to nature. They have
become numb to the damage being done to their environment and the threat to
future generations. So while technology has brought us many wonderful
things, we cannot say that technology has made the world a safer place today.
[BhIED : 77 /07 —DESHFRE KD REEHARICLTER]
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2. Are performance-enhancing drugs an inevitable part of professional
sports?

Performance-enhancing drugs are an inevitable part of professional sports.
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There are three main reasons why I think it is impossible to eliminate these
drugs from sports. First, many young people are desperate to become
professional athletes. They are willing to take any shortcut they can to reach
the professional level. The promises of money and fame are simply too strong.
Secondly, scientists and drug makers are constantly coming up with new kinds
of drugs. The pace of drug development is faster than the ability of sporting
associations to develop detection methods for these drugs, so it 1s impossible
to get rid of drugs from sports. Third, some sports are less strict about
checking athletes for drug use. Athletes competing in these sports are more
likely to take performance-enhancing drugs, since they feel they must take
them to stay competitive. Despite the fact that performance-enhancing drugs
will always be a part of professional sports, I don't believe they should be
legalized. Such drugs usually have harmful side effects, Moreover, these drugs
destroy the spirit of sports, which is to compete in a clean, healthy and fair
way. That’s why the battle against these drugs will continne for many years to
COmHIe,
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3. Can the factory farming of animals be justified?

I do not believe that factory farming of animals can be justified. There are
three reasons why this kind of farming is a bad idea. First, factory farming is
cruel to animals. Chickens, pigs and cows are crammed into small cages or
other places. They are living creatures, just as we are, but factory farming
means they face a life of pain and suffering. Second, the meat produced from
factory farming is often unhealthy. The animals are given hormones,
antibiotics and other harmful chemicals that are passed on to humans when
they are consumed. Research has shown that our bodies are now full of these
chemicals. Third, animals in factory farming often live in unsanitary
conditions. Diseases spread easily in these conditions, especially when there
are so many animals in a small space. Some of these diseases, such as bird fiu,
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are dangerous to humans as well. Because factory-farmed animals are
vulnerable to disease, farmers must give them large amounts of antibiotics.
Factory farming has become common today since farmers obtain a high
output at a low cost. However, as I have mentioned, there are other costs that
make factory farming a poor choice for both farmers and consumers.
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4. Do the strengths of multicultural societies outweigh the weaknesses?

I believe the strengths of a multicultural society outweigh the weaknesses.
Multicultural societies have a mix of citizens with different racial, cultural,
ethnic and religious backgrounds. Some people say these differences cause
conflict, misunderstandings and even increased crime. But nations such as the
United States have benefited from being multicultural. There are several
reasons why a multicultural society is advantageous. First, people learn to
respect differences and to be inclusive of others. Many people in homogeneous
societies like Japan are often suspicious of outsiders because they have little
personal experience of multiculturalism. Second, the world has become
smaller today because of globalization. The citizens of multicultural societies
can usually speak different languages and have greater cultural awareness, so
they are better able to communicate and relate to people from other countries.
These assets can boost a country’s world standing as well as its economic
globalization. Third, diversity of people inspires diverse ideas, different points
of view, and creativity. This, in turn, boosts inventiveness and promotes the
development of new products suitable for export around the world. Fourth, a
multicultural society, with its variety of cultures, is more interesting to live in.
For these reasons, the benefits of multicultural societies outweigh the minuses.
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5. Can an economic system based on capitalism ever be fair to all?

It is doubtful that any capitalist system can be fair to everyone. I'd like to
talk about a few of the most obvious reasons for this. In capitalist systems,
owners of business and capital have the right to make decisions about such
things as production, prices, investments and working conditions. They are
free to make these decisions for their own benefit and to take advantage of the
weak and helpless. News stories often talk about top executives awarding
themselves huge salaries and bonuses, sometimes even at times of layoffs.
There is little equality in the distribution of wealth. Because of the power that
capitalists have, there is usually a huge gap between the rich and the poor. In
many countries, this gap is increasing. This is the risk of a free market. In
reality, however, there are almost no purely capitalist countries. Most
countries have mixed economies, with government ownership or partial
control of certain types of businesses, such as public utilities, Also, many
governments make Jaws and create oversight to cut down on the greatest
abuses by companies and owners. Mixed economies can provide a good
balance between the rights of capitalists and workers while, at the same time,
keepmg most of the benefits of capitalism.
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